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WHAT’S POSSIBLE?
ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENT 
OPTIONS



For students:
• Impacts on what (and how) they’re taught
• Inequitable barrier to graduation

Let’s start with what’s wrong
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Students with disabilities, English 
language learners, African 
American, Latinx, and low-income 
students are far more likely to be 
denied a diploma for not passing a 
test (Hyslop 2014; Papay, Murnane 
& Willet, 2010). 



For students:
• Impacts on what (and how) they’re taught
• Inequitable barrier to graduation
For schools:
• Blame and shame
• Pressure instead of support

Let’s start with what’s wrong
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For students:
• Impacts on what (and how) they’re taught
• Inequitable barrier to graduation
For schools:
• Blame and shame
• Pressure instead of support
For communities:
• Loss of control
• Increased segregation

Let’s start with what’s wrong
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For students:
• An emphasis on tests and narrowing of curriculum
• An inequitable diploma barrier
For schools:
• Blame and shame
• Pressure instead of support
For communities:
• Loss of control
• Increased segregation
               And also ...

Let’s start with what’s wrong
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How usable is this ...
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Or this?
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If we want to do better, we must:
1. Support the full mission of public education

2. Allow all students to show what they know and can do

3. Distinguish between in-school and out-of-school effects

4. Build capacity rather than punch down

5. Empower communities

6. Advance racial and economic equity

7. Offer actionable information



The Education Commonwealth Project works to challenge and expand the 

way student learning and school quality are assessed, advancing an approach 

to measurement and accountability that is valid, democratic, and equitable. 

ECP supports schools and communities with free and open-source tools, and 

broadly seeks to foster state- and national-level change.

Education Commonwealth Project

Transforming how we assess 
student learning & school quality
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How should we assess our schools?
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Reframing Quality as a Process
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Drawing on a Range of Data Sources
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Fostering Reciprocal Accountability
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How should we assess student learning?
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Allowing students to show what they know…
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…and what they can do
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We can do assessment better
1. Support the full mission of public education

2. Allow all students to show what they know and can do

3. Distinguish between in-school and out-of-school effects

4. Build capacity rather than punch down

5. Empower communities

6. Advance racial and economic equity

7. Offer actionable information



Free, open-source, and supported
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Staying in Touch

Email: jack_schneider@uml.edu
Or: julie@edcommonwealth.org

EdCommonwealth.org @EdCommProject


